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and support personnel in our fire companies
across the state. They work tirelessly along
side of our career fire service members mak-
ing our state a safer place to live.

Each year at the Conference firefighters
come to training opportunities, business meet-
ings and social events. Firefighters display the
pride in their company and equipment during
the annual parade.

This year the Delaware Volunteer Firemen’s
Association was led by President Alan Robin-
son of Citizen Hose in Smyrna. As a life mem-
ber of Citizen Hose, Alan has been a tremen-
dous asset to the community serving as a
Past Chief of Citizen Hose and as past Presi-
dent of the Kent County Volunteer Firemen’s
Association. His dedication to the fire service
is without question and his leadership as a
teacher in the public and parochial schools
has provided many young individuals with an
opportunity to succeed. All of us in the com-
munity greatly appreciate his dedication and
commitment to serving others and during his
leadership we have seen many great accom-
plishments in the DVFA. We are forever in his
debt.

The Delaware Volunteer Firemen’s Associa-
tion Ladies Auxiliary leader and President for
the past year, Florence Legates, has given her
time and energy for many years serving in
many capacities. As a public safety fire educa-
tor with the Delaware Fire School, Florence
was nationally recognized as a fire educator.
In addition, Florence’s service as President of
the Kent County Ladies Auxiliary and her
overall commitment to the fire service helped
bring about positive change. Her service on
the National Fire Protection Association Com-
mittee has been remarkable and we in Dela-
ware know the value of what she has been
able to accomplish as our President of the
DVFA Ladies Auxiliary.

Fire Company leaders like Alan and Flor-
ence exemplify a commitment of service to our
citizens not unlike the service provided by all
the members of the Delaware Fire Service. |
wish them well over the next year as they
transition out of their role as President and
thank them for their dedicated service leading
our first responders.

————
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Mr. KUCINICH. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to reflect on the life of a courageous
and passionate man, Joseph Stephen Zoretic,
who dedicated his life to fighting for sensible
drug policy and to free others from suffering.
Along with his devoted wife, Dee Dee, he was
a founding member of the Ohio Patient Net-
work and its lobbying component, the Ohio
Patient Action Network.

Joe started his life-long residency in the
Cleveland area on December 25th, 1968. He
became an active figure in the medical mari-
juana movement in the 1990s, when his wife
was diagnosed with Reflex Sympathetic Dys-
trophy and needed cannabis to relieve the
pain other medications could not. Since then,
Joe provided policy ideas and inspiration to
the state marijuana legalization activist com-

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks

munity, from speaking at mainstream political
events to testifying for better drug policy. Even
if it meant going to jail, Joe stood up for what
he knew: that love and bravery can overcome
injustice.

Madam Speaker and colleagues, please join
me in honoring and remembering an extraor-
dinary husband, father, citizen, and activist,
Joseph Stephen Zoretic, who demonstrated
the power we all possess to make change in
this world.
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Mr. GRAVES. Madam Speaker, | proudly
pause to recognize Colton David Price, a very
special young man who has exemplified the
finest qualities of citizenship and leadership by
taking an active part in the Boy Scouts of
America, Troop 261, and in earning the most
prestigious award of Eagle Scout.

Colton has been very active with his troop,
participating in many Scout activities. Over the
many years Colton has been involved with
Scouting, he has not only earned numerous
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community.

Madam Speaker, | proudly ask you to join
me in commending Colton David Price for his
accomplishments with the Boy Scouts of
America and for his efforts put forth in achiev-
ing the highest distinction of Eagle Scout.
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Mr. COURTNEY. Madam Speaker, today |
rise in tribute to the life of Judge Daniel F.
Spallone. Mr. Spallone passed on August 20,
2007, after a full life of public service to his
state and country. He was 85 years old.

As was common for men of his generation,
the college career of a young Daniel Spallone
was interrupted by the events of World War |1
While he was unable to enlist in the armed
forces due to childhood polio, he felt the call
to duty and volunteered for the American Field
Service (AFS) ambulance corps. Members of
the AFS drove life-saving ambulances under
extremely dangerous conditions on the war
front, and Mr. Spallone served bravely with
British forces in Burma, India, and ltaly from
1942-1945. By virtue of his service to his
country, he and other AFS volunteers were
awarded an honorable discharge from the
United States Army by act of Congress in
1991.

Following his war service, Mr. Spallone re-
turned to the University of Connecticut and re-
ceived his bachelor's degree in 1949 and ob-
tained his law degree in 1960, also from
UConn. Spallone served as town attorney to
Deep River, Connecticut from 1965 to 1970
and also served on a number of elected and
appointed local boards and commissions. In
1970, he was appointed to the Circuit Court
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and in 1974 was elevated to the Court of
Common Pleas. This was followed by a 1978
appointment by Governor Ella Grasso to the
Superior Court bench. In 1984, Mr. Spallone
was appointed as a charter member of the Ap-
pellate Court where he was noted for his keen
ability to focus on the key issues in cases be-
fore the court. He served on the bench until
his retirement in 1991, after which he contin-
ued to work as a trial judge referee.

Mr. Spallone’s distinguished record has car-
ried over to a second generation of the
Spallone family. His son Jamie is a State Rep-
resentative from the 36th Assembly District of
Connecticut. He does an outstanding job for
his constituents and the State of Connecticut,
just as his father did.

Madam Speaker, please join me in honoring
the life of Judge Daniel F. Spallone and his
service to our great nation. His years of dedi-
cation to the ideals of the American judicial
system has left a lasting legacy for the State
of Connecticut and his knowledge, generosity,
and dedication will live on in the memory of all
those he has touched.

———
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Mr. BOSWELL. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to honor a young lowa woman whose
inspired, gymnastic talent has made her a key
player on the international Olympic stage.
Shawn Johnson, age 15, is quickly becoming
a force to be reckoned with amongst some of
the best female gymnasts in the world. No
stranger to media attention, Shawn was hon-
ored this week as ABC News’ “Person of the
Week.”

A Des Moines native, Shawn began prac-
ticing gymnastics at the age of six, as a way
to channel excess energy. Originally thought
to be incapable of attaining the grace that
modern gymnastics requires, Shawn’s future
as a world-class gymnast looked rather bleak.
However, with the right coach, hard work, and
a positive attitude, she was recently named
“World Champion” at the contest in Stuttgart,
Germany. This year alone, she has been
named the 2007 U.S. National Champion, the
AA and Beam Champion in Lisburn, the 2007
American Cup All-Around Champion, and the
“all-around” gymnast at the 2007 Pan-Amer-
ican contest, among many others.

Aside from her athletic aptitude, Shawn is
also an exceptional student, and having just
started her junior year at Valley Southwoods
High School in West Des Moines, she is inter-
ested in her high school football team, horse-
back riding, scrap-booking, and spending time
with her friends and family. Shawn feels that
the discipline she has learned from her in-
volvement in gymnastics has helped her to
excel in other areas of her life.

| ask my colleagues to join me in congratu-
lating this impressive and determined young
lady. We wish you the best of luck as you
continue to represent your community and
your country in all of your athletic endeavors.
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